FOREWORD
This infographic policy brief illustrates that the Bienestar (well-being) of onehalf of Texas Hispanic families and their children are at- risk from achieving
the American Dream of middle-class status. Like most Texas families, future
opportunities and a better life for their children is a driving Hispanic goal.
Parents have expectations that their children will enter adulthood with social
capital assets evidenced by their achievement of a quality education, a
comfortable paying job, good health, and a strong family and positive
community relationships.
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The strong work ethic and resiliency of Hispanics, civil rights progress in
eliminating overt racial policy barriers, and increasing access to education
have resulted in family strengthening improvements. However, Texas public
policy-making and institutional barriers still contribute to weaken of the
Hispanic family support structure resulting in perpetuating barriers to
opportunities for their children.
Certainly, parents have the primary responsibility for assuring the safety and
ongoing developmental foundation of their children for productive adulthood.
However, the family’s social and economic environment and associated risk
factors shown here are extensive.1 The view that the parents and their children
can simply pull themselves up from their ‘bootstraps’ is unrealistic given the
state’s inequitable public policies and minimal human capital investments – in
schools, job training, health care, neighborhood infrastructure development,
etc. In addition, regressive tax policies, unbalanced tax credits to business
interests, inadequate consumer protections, voter suppression, and
immigration policies further worsen opportunities for economic mobility.
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Detailed information and data in this infographic brief are drawn from the report, “The
Bienestar (Well-Being) of Texas Hispanic Children. Copy request can be made to
juan@ix.netcom.com.

The often referenced ‘Texas Way’ to policy-making does not support the
adage, “equality of opportunity’ for all Texans. It seems that the state’s
population shift to a people of color/Hispanic majority has the state
increasingly defaulting to racialized policy-making; i.e., - more population
diversity and high immigrant in-flow yields more restrictions and less human
capital investment.
Regardless, the state’s policy making approach produces inequalities that
place children at-risk and impede their ability to develop a strong foundation
for future success. Hispanic’s and their allies are working to change this
situation. We argue that real change, not having another generation of
Hispanic children growing into ‘low-income/poverty’ adulthood; will only
result from Hispanics acquiring political power that produces a difference
policy-making culture.
Juan H. Flores

CONCLUSION

State policies matter in their impact on family well-being. They impact areas
school access and educational success, family economic mobility, healthy
families, youth development, family relationships, and child safety. Texas
policy-making falls short in most areas for Hispanic families.
Significant barriers to building wealth and future opportunities for their
children weaken Hispanic families. Nearly 2.3 million Hispanic children are at
risk of facing the same disadvantaged position or worse than their parents.
Therefore, another generation of their children will be at- risk from achieving
greater economic mobility and middle-class status. Not surprisingly, they will
represent the majority of client recipients of most of the state’s chronically
underfunded and often restrictive social welfare and health programs.
Hispanics would prefer not to merely survive on limited social and health
welfare programs. Instead, they want to work in building their resource
capacity to enable their children in economically successful families; live in
supportive communities; and meet developmental, health and educational
milestones.
Texas needs to change its conservative
policy-making approach which is better
Without political power Hispanic
defined as a Texas policy-making culture
labor will be on ‘the cheap’, and
that limits human capital investments
another generation of their children
and economic mobility opportunities.
will not achieve prosperity.
Whereas, policies that level the playing
field through human capital investments
targeting education, neighborhood economic development, health care, and
job training would demonstrate ‘real’ change. In addition, establishing policies
that facilitate and not obstruct civic engagement.
It’s apparent that new paradigms, policies, and program approaches are
needed to address the disproportionate inequalities Hispanics families
continue to experience from state policy making. Texas Hispanics capacity to
influence the state minimalist policy-making approach and its negative
impacts on their bienestar requires:
•

Increased civic education and engagement, concurrent with more
organized pro-active versus reactive policy involvement positions.

•

Concerted strategies that address structural problems that underlie
most issues; e.g., policy-making that limit human capital investments,

regressive tax laws, or revenue and budget approaches that undercut
equity and prosperity.
•

Support from ‘applied’ policy analysis of legislative and regulatory rulemaking impacts and development of legislative and regulatory
proposals.

•

A statewide Hispanic policy strategy that builds both ‘resource and
political capacity’ to influence policy making, and involves on-going
assessment of progress.

Public policies matter, and change will be insufficient without Hispanic policy
influence.

